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that it diminishes their capacity for labor,50 and excites to crimes
against the person.51 Similarly it would appear to be demonstrated that
some races show more resistance than others to those pathogenic in-
fluences that, in character or intensity, are peculiar to the climate of
the tropics.52

The importance of climate is being reduced as those elements that
are in some degree susceptible to the domination or modifying in-
fluence of man are dissociated from it. It would appear to have been
demonstrated by recent experiments that it is possible for us to modify
the nature of certain soils through drainage, thus influencing the
sources of atmospheric humidity; to alter the temperature through
the irrigation of parched lands; to break the force of winds or change
their direction by huge masses of trees conveniently planted. This is
not to speak of the victories that are being achieved, one after another,
over "tropical diseases," which are being tamed when not subjugated
by hygiene and sanitary engineering.

Man, in short, is no longer the plaything of climate that he once
was. His capacity for labor, his economic efficiency, his metabolism

between the direct and the indirect
effects of climate, between the transi-
ent and the permanent effects, be-
tween the physiologic and the psy-
chologic ones. As she sees it, a num-
ber of the supposed direct effects are
as yet imperfectly established. Mean-
while she recognizes the fact that
climate does modify many of the
physiological processes in individuals,
affecting their immunity to certain
diseases, their susceptibility to others,
their energy, their capacity for sus-
tained or intermittent effort, deter-
mining thereby their efficiency as eco-
nomic and political agents. In general,
see the conclusions of Julius Hann:
Handbuch der Klimatologie (Stutt-
gart, 1897); of E. Huntington: Civili-
zation and Climate; of Griffith Tay-
lor: Environment and Race; of
Robert de Courcy Ward: Climate
Considered Especially in Relation to
Man; of M. R. Thorpe and collabora-
tors: Organic Adaptation to Environ-
ment (New York, 1918); of Jean
Brunhes: La Geographic humaine
(Paris, 1912); of Robert Russel: At-

mosphere in Relation to Human Life
and Health (Smithsonian Institu-
tion, Miscellaneous Collection, Vol.
XXXIX. For climate and its influence
on Brazilian life, see the Bibliografia
do Clima Brasilico (Bibliography of
Works on the Brazilian Climate), by
Tancredo de Barros Paiva (Rio dc
Janeiro, 1929), where the principal
Brazilian and foreign works on the
subject are indicated,

50 Huntington and Williams, op. cit.

51 Dexter, op. cit. The influence of a
hot climate or high temperature on
crimes against the person is generally
accepted, but a doubt was recently
raised by Professor Todd, who at-
tributes such crimes to the greater
contact between individuals that is
permitted by such climates or tem-
peratures. The direct cause, he says,
is social.

62". * , diseases attack some races
more than others. Whether this is due
to some original quality of the body
or to some immunity acquired by
long contact with the disease involved
is disputed." (Kelsey, op, cit.)